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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on November 08, 2004 has been entered. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 6, line 1, the word "he" has been replaced with -The--. 

The change serves to correct the obvious typographical error and places the case in 
condition for allowance. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary reason 
for allowance of claims 1 and 1 8 is that the prior art of record does not teach the protective 
enclosure or cover for a keyboard having a stretchable envelope-like structure including a top 
panel which comprises a thin, elastomeric and substantially transparent membrane in proximate 
contact with the keys of the keyboard and that the top panel does not correspond to the 
depressions or elevations of a specific keyboard array and retains a significant level of the touch 
or feel of the keyboard keys as argued by applicant in the Remarks (page 8, the third and fourth 
paragraphs). 

The primary reason for allowance of claim 19 is that the prior art of record does not teach 
the operating steps of using the protective enclosure or cover for a keyboard having a stretchable 
envelope-like structure including a top panel which comprises a thin, elastomeric and 
substantially transparent membrane in proximate contact with the keys of the keyboard and that 
the top panel retains a significant level of the touch or feel of the keyboard keys as argued by 
applicant in the Remarks (page 9, the second paragraph). 

The limitations of the claim are not rendered obvious by any proper combination of the 
prior art known to the Examiner. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Art Unit: 2854 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2169. 
The examiner can normally be reached daily from 9 AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld, can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 872-9306. 




Anthony Nguyen 
12/6/04 

Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



